
A   CALL   TO   SUPPORT   THE   EXPANSION   OF   THE   MASSACHUSETTS   EARLY   COLLEGE   INITIATIVE     
  

We   write   as   part   of   a   broad,   diverse   statewide   coalition   that   is   seeking   to   expand   the   Massachusetts   Early   College   
Initiative   by   respectfully   asking   the   Legislature   to   support   increased   state   funding   through   two   specific   line   items:     

● Dual   Enrollment   Grant   and   Subsidies   (7066-0019) :   grow   current   funding   from   $3M   to   $7.4M   to   fund   critical   
credit   reimbursements   for   the   State’s   higher   education   institutions     

● Early   College   Programs   (7009-6600) :   maintain   current   funding   at   $2.5M   for   planning   and   implementation   
grants   and   administrative   costs   
  

EARLY   COLLEGE   IS   A   STRATEGIC   AND   TIMELY   INVESTMENT   
A   college   education   is   a   gateway   to   economic   opportunity   and   social   equality.   The   COVID   crisis   has   had   a   devastating   
impact   on   Massachusetts’   already   significant   equity   gaps   in   postsecondary   enrollment   and   success.   Expanding   the   
Early   College   Initiative   will   play   a   critical   role   in   closing   these   gaps   and   helping   with   the   Commonwealth’s   economic   
recovery:     

● Educational   attainment   rates   have   risen   since   the   early   2000s,   but   the   COVID-19   pandemic   has   exacerbated   
gaps,   particularly   for   low-income   and   students   of   color,   for   whom   immediate   fall   enrollment   is   down   20%   

● Early   College   saves   students   money,   time,   and   builds   critical   momentum   for   students’   postsecondary   success.   
Students   graduate   from   high   school   with   significant   college   credits,   and   with   the   confidence,   habits,   and   skills   
needed   to   be   successful   in   both   college   and   career     

● Early   College   serves   students   that   are   underrepresented   in   postsecondary   education.   In   Massachusetts,   
two-thirds   of   Early   College   students   identify   as   Black   or   Latinx,   and   nearly   half   are   economically   disadvantaged     
  

EARLY   COLLEGE   IS   AN   EVIDENCE-BASED   PROGRAM,   WITH   STRONG   NATIONAL   AND   LOCAL   OUTCOMES     
● Rigorous   Coursework :   Early   College   students   thrive   in   their   rigorous   college   coursework,   and   are   27   

percentage   points   more   likely   than   students   with   similar   educational   profiles   to   complete   MassCore   
● College   Access,   Enrollment,   and   Persistence :   Early   College   students   continue   to   complete   their   FAFSA   forms   

at   significantly   higher   rates   during   COVID-19.    They   attend   college   at   a   rate   22   percentage   points   higher   than   
their   peers.    59%   of   Early   College   graduates   of   the   class   of   2019   are   still   in   college,   vs.   38%   of   their   peers     

● National   Results :   two   separate   “gold   standard”   randomized   controlled   trials   show   that   Early   College   students   
complete   college   at   double   the   rate   of   their   counterparts.   Preliminary   data   in   MA   suggests   that   we   are   on   track   
for   such   college   completion   rates     
  

EXPANDING   EARLY   COLLEGE   AND   SERVING   THOUSANDS   MORE   STUDENTS     
● Just   1.6%   of   Massachusetts   high   school   students   are   enrolled   in   designated   Early   College   programs   in   a   

limited   number   of   communities   across   the   state   
● A   lack   of   reliable   and   adequate   funding   prevents   Massachusetts   from   having   a   thriving,   sustainable   Early   

College   Initiative     
● Growing   and   sustaining   the   Early   College   Initiative   requires   modest   costs,   and   necessitates   increased   state   

funding     
  

Massachusetts   can   accomplish   the   above   with   a   strategic   investment   in   the   Early   College   Initiative,   helping   students   
(and   their   families)   make   the   most   of   the   high   school   experience,   increasing   the   odds   for   a   more   affordable   and   
successful   college   experience,   while   also   building   a   stronger,   and   more   diverse   skilled   workforce.    
  

For   these   reasons,   we   ask   that   you   support   the   funding   proposed   in   the   line   items   referenced   above   --   a   proposal   that   
was   endorsed   by   the   Early   College   Joint   Committee   (approved   September   2020)   and   by   the   Board   of   Higher   
Education   (approved   October   2020).     
  

Many   thanks   for   your   consideration   and   service,       



  

  

  

Mayors   

Joseph   Petty   
Mayor,   City   of   Worcester   

Jon   Mitchell     
Mayor,   City   of   New   Bedford     

Kim   Driscoll   
Mayor,   City   of   Salem     

Paul   E.   Coogan   
Mayor,   City   of   Fall   River   

Robert   F.   Sullivan   
Mayor,   City   of   Brockton   

Stephen   DiNatale   
Mayor,   City   of   Fitchburg     
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Mayor,   City   of   Lynn     

  

K   -   12   Education   Leaders     

Almi   Abeyta   
Superintendent,   Chelsea   Public   
Schools   

Amanda   Campbell 
School   Committee   Member,   
Salem   Public   Schools   

Amie   Capodanno   
Director   of   College   and   Career   
Guidance   Center,   Salem   High   
School   

Ana   Nuncio   
School   Committee   Member,   
Salem   School   Committee   

Andrew   Woodward 
Director   of   School   Counseling   

Anthony   Soto   
Acting   Receiver/   Superintendent,   
Holyoke   Public   Schools   

Brenda   Cassellius 
Superintendent,   Boston   Public   
Schools   

Caridad   Lopez   
Incoming   Principal,   Stacy   Middle   
School   

Craig   Consigli  
Assistant   Superintendent,   Milford   
Public   Schools   

Cynthia   Paris   
Superintendent   of   Schools,   
Lawrence   Public   Schools   

Daniel   J.   Warwick   
Superintendent,   Springfield   
Public   Schools     

Fernanda   Vera-Cruz   
MLL   Director,   Fall   River   Public   
Schools   

Jeremy   Roche   
Principal,   Fitchburg   High   School   

Joshua   Otlin   
Principal,   Milford   High   School   

Kelley   Gangi   
Chief   of   Instructional   
Development,   Springfield   
Empowerment   Zone   Partnership   

Kevin   Dean   
Humanities   Supervisor,   
Lawrence   Public   Schools   

Kevin   McIntyre   
Superintendent,   Milford   Public   
Schools   

Kristin   Pangallo   
Member, Salem   School   
Committee   

Mark   Dagostino   
Vice   Chair,   Brockton   School   
Committee   

Mary   Bourque   
Director   of   Government   
Relations,   Massachusetts   
Association   of   School   
Superintendents     

Mary   Manning   
Vice   Chair,   Salem   School   
Committee     

Matthew   Brunell    
Co-Executive   Director,   
Springfield   Empowerment   Zone   
Partnership   

Matthew   Desmaris 
Principal,   BMC   Durfee   High   
School   

Matthew   Malone   
Superintendent   of   Schools,   Fall   
River   Public   Schools   

Maureen   Binieda 
Superintendent,   Worcester   
Public   Schools   

Meghan   Hornberger 
School   Committee   Member,   
Milford   Public   Schools   

Michael   P.   Thomas   
Superintendent   of   Schools,   
Brockton   Public   Schools   

Odanis   M.   Hernandez   
Chief   Operating   Officer,   
Lawrence   Public   Schools   

Omari   Walker   
Superintendent,   New   Heights   
Charter   School   of   Brockton   

Patrick   Tutweiler   
Superintendent,   Lynn   Public   
Schools   

Robert   A.   Tremblay 
Superintendent,   
Framingham   Public   Schools   

Robert   M.   Jokela   
Superintendent,   Fitchburg   Public   
Schools   

Sissela   Tucker   
Associate   Principal,     
Milford   Public   High   School   

Steven   Zrike   
Superintendent,     
Salem   Public   Schools   

Thomas   Anderson   
Superintendent,   New   Bedford   
Public   Schools     

Thomas   Scott   
Executive   Director,   
Massachusetts   Association   of   
School   Superintendents     

Tom   Minichiello   
Member,   Brockton   School   
Committee     

      

Higher   Education   Leaders     

Aisha   Francis   
Chief   Executive   Officer, 
Benjamin   Franklin   Institute   of   
Technology   

Barry   Maloney   
President,   Worcester   State   
University   

Brenda   Molife  
Interim   President,   Massasoit   
Community   College   

Carlos   E.   Avila   
Associate   Director   of   College,   
Access   Bristol   Community   
College   
  
  
  



  

Christopher   E.   Hopey,   PhD   
President,   Merrimack   College   

Colleen   Coffey   
Executive   Director,   Framingham   
State   University   and   MassBay   
Community   College   

Dave   Koffman   
Government   Affairs   Director,   
Massachusetts   Association   of   
Community   Colleges   (MACC)   

David   M.   Podell   
President,   Mass   Bay   Community   
College   

Deborah   Jackson   
President,   Cambridge   College   

Ellen   Kennedy   
President,   Berkshire   Community   
College   

Erik   Miller   
Director,   Community   +   Learning   
Partnerships,   Wentworth   Institute   
of   Technology   

James   Mabry   
President,   Middlesex   Community   
College   

James   Vander   Hooven 
President,   Mount   Wachusett   
Community   College   

Javier   Cevallos   
President,   Framingham   State   
University   

John   Keenan   
President,   Salem   State   
University   

Kimberly   Griffith   
College   Access   Advisor,   Bristol   
Community   College   

Lane   Glenn   
President,   Northern   Essex   
Community   College   

Laura   Douglas   
President,   Bristol   Community   
College   

Lea   Ann   Scales   
Vice   President   of   Enrollment   and   
Public   Affairs,   Mount   Wachusett   
Community   College   

Marvin   J.   Loiseau   
Dean   of   Academics, 
Benjamin   Franklin   Institute   of   
Technology   

Mary   Jo   Marión   
Assistant   Vice   President, 
Worcester   State   University   

Nate   Bryant   
Interim   President,   North   Shore   
Community   College   

Pam   Y.   Eddinger   
President,   Bunker   Hill   
Community   College   

Paul   Toner   
Senior   Director   of   National   Policy   
and   Partnerships,   Teach   Plus;   
Member,   Board   of   Higher   
Education   

Ryan   G.   Forsythe,   Ed.D.   
Vice   President   for   Enrollment,   
Worcester   State   University   

Tom   Sannicandro   
Director,   Massachusetts   
Association   of   Community   
Colleges   (MACC)   

Valerie   Roberson   
President,   Roxbury   Community   
College   
  

Vincent   A.   Pedone   
Executive   Director,   State   
Universities   Council   of   
Presidents   

Yves   Salomon-Fernández   
President,   Greenfield   Community   
College   

      

Business   Community   Leaders     

Brian   Gilmore   
Executive   VP   (retired),   
Associated   Industries   of   
Massachusetts   

Brooke   Thomson   
Executive   Vice   President,   
Associated   Industries   of   
Massachusetts   

Chester   Szablak   
Executive   V.P,   Enterprise   Bank   

Christopher   Cooney 
President   &   CEO,   Metro   South   
Chamber   of   Commerce   

Christopher   R.   Anderson 
President,   Massachusetts   High   
Technology   Council   

Chuck   Longfield   
President,   Longfield   Family   
Foundation   

David   Mancuso   
Board   Member,   Massachusetts   
Business   Alliance   for   Education   

Derek   Mitchell   
Executive   Director,   Lawrence   
Partnership   

Donna   Cowan   
Principle,   Hestia   Fund   

Ed   Lambert   
Executive   Director,   
Massachusetts   Business   Alliance   
for   Education   

Francisco   Ramos   
Director   of   Community   
Organizing,   NewVue   
Communities   

Heather   McMann   
Executive   Director,   Groundwork   
Lawrence   

James   Blake,    CEO,   Harborone   
Bank   

James   E.   Rooney   
President,   Boston   Chamber   of   
Commerce   

JD   Chesloff   
Executive   Director,   MA   Business   
Roundtable   (MBR)   

Jim   Giammarinaro 
President   &   CEO MetroWest,   
Chamber   of   Commerce   

Jonathan   Isaacson   
Chair   and   CEO,   The   Gem   
Group,   Inc.   

Joseph   Esposito   
Board   Member,   Massachusetts   
Business   Alliance   for   Education   

Julie   Ramos   Gagliardi   
First   VP   Corporate   Giving   and   
Community   Relations,   BayCoast   
Bank;   School   Committee   Chair,   
Somerset   Berkley   Regional   
School   District   

Julieann   Thurlow   
CEO,   Reading   Cooperative   Bank   

Kendalle   Burlin   O'Connell   
President   &   COO, 
MassBio   

Kevin   McCall   
CEO,   Paradigm   Properties   

Lee   Gartley   
Business   Executive   

Mark   Cochran   
President   &   CEO,   Jeanne   D'Arc   
Credit   Union   

Mike   O'Sullivan   
Co-CEO,   Southcoast   Chamber   

Mimi   La   Camera   
Steering   Committee,   Boston   
Leaders   for   Education   

Neil   Sullivan   
Executive   Director,   Boston   
Private   industry   Council   

Nicholas   M.   Christ 
President   &   CEO,   BayCoast   
Bank   



  

Peter   Nessen   
Director,   MBAE   

Phil   Giffee   
Executive   Director,   
Neighborhood   of   Affordable   
Housing   (NOAH)   

Richard   (Rick)   Burnes 
Director,   Boston   Plan   for   
Excellence   

Rick   Kidder   
Co-CEO,   Southcoast   Chamber   

Rinus   Oosthoek   
Executive   Director,   Salem   
Chamber   of   Commerce   

Roy   Nascimento   
President   &   CEO,   North   Central   
MA   Chamber   of   Commerce   

Samuel   M.   Gebru   
Director   of   Policy   and   Public   
Affairs,   Black   Economic   Council   
of   Massachusetts   
  

Socrates   De   La   Cruz 
Attorney,   DLC   Law   Group,   P.C.   

Sue   Mailman   
Owner,   Coghlin   Electrical   
Contractors   

Timothy   P.   Murray 
President   &   CEO,   Worcester   
Regional   Chamber   of   Commerce   

Tom   Hopcroft   
President   &   CEO,   MassTLC   

Tony   Helies   
Steering   Committee,   Boston   
Leaders   for   Education   

Tricia   Canavan   
President   &   CEO,   United   
Personnel   

Wendy   Estrella   
Attorney,   Estrella   Law   Offices,   
P.C.   

    

Allied   Leaders     

Abrigal   Forrester   
Executive   Director,   Center   for   
Teen   Empowerment   

Adam   Seidel   
Managing   Director   of   Program,   
OneGoal   Massachusetts   

Alexandra   Oliver-Davila   
Executive   Director,   
Sociedad   Latina   

Amanda   Seider   
Executive   Director,   One   Goal   
Massachusetts   

Anna   Hadingham   
Youth   Organizing   Coordinator,   La   
Colaborativa   

Becky   Vogel   
Senior   Director,   Partnerships   
OneGoal   

Christine   Letts   
Member   of   Giving   Circle,   Hestia   
Fund   

Christopher   Sullivan 
President,   Central   Catholic   High   
School   

Dana   Brown   
Project   Consultant,   Norwood   
Public   Schools   

Danielle   Williams   
Director,   Prophetic   Resistance   
Boston   

David   Wright   
Executive   Director,   BMA   
TenPoint,   Inc.   

Deborah   Wilson   
CEO,   Lawrence   General   Hospital   

Eileen   Rudden   
CoFounder,   LearnLaunch   

Elizabeth   Berube   
Executive   Director,   Citizens   for   
Citizens,   Inc.   

Isabel   Gonzalez-Webster   
Executive   Director,   Worcester   
Interfaith   

Jacob   Murray   
Chief   External   Affairs   Officer,   The   
Possible   Project   

Jane   Swift   
President   &   Executive   Director,   
LearnLaunch   

Jennifer   Davis   Carey   
Executive   Director,   Worcester   
Education   Collaborative     

Jesse   Solomon   
Executive   Director,   Boston   Plan   
for   Excellence   

Joe   McGrail   
Early   College   Funder,   State   
Street   Foundation     

Keith   A.   Mahoney   
Vice   President,   The   Boston   
Foundation   

Keri   Rodrigues   
Founder,   Massachusetts   Parents   
United   

Lewis   Finfer   
Organizer,   Massachusetts   
Communities   Action   Network   

Liam   Kerr   
State   Director,   Democrats   for   
Education   Reform   

Lisa   Krakoff   
Social   Investor,   The   Hestia   Fund   

LZ   Nunn   
Executive   Director,   Project   
LEARN   

Manny   Cruz   
Policy   Director,   Latinos   for   
Education;   Member,   Salem   
School   Committee   

Maren   D   Anderson 
President,   MDA   Consulting,   Inc.   

Maria   Flynn   
President   and   CEO,   Jobs   for   the   
Future    

Marinell   Rousmaniere   
CEO,   EdVestors   

Markus   Fischer   
Executive   Director,   Boys   &   Girls   
Club   of   Lawrence   

Marquis   Taylor   
CEO,   Coaching4Change   

Mary   Chin   
CEO,   Asian   American   Civic   
Association   (AACA)   

Michaela   Lauture   
Community   Leader,   
Massachusetts   Communities   
Action   Network;   
Board   Representative,   Brockton   
Interfaith   Community   

Mossik   Hacobian   
Executive   Director,   Boston's   
Higher   Ground   

Nancy   Hoffman   
Senior   Advisor,   Jobs   For   the   
Future   (JFF)     

Natasha   Ushomirsky   
State   Director   for   Massachusetts,   
The   Education   Trust     

Paul   Reville   
Professor,   Harvard   Graduate   
School   of   Education   

Robert   B.   Schwartz 
Professor   of   Practice,   Emeritus,   
Harvard   Graduate   School   of   
Education   Harvard   University   

Tripp   Jones   
Principal,   21c     

Vanessa   Calderon-Rosado   
CEO,   IBA-Inquilinos   Boricuas   en   
Acción   

Will   Austin   
CEO,   Boston   Schools   Fund   

  
                                     *   Please   Note:   This   list   is   still   in   formation     


